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UNI TED STATES DI STRI CT COURT
CENTRAL DI STRI CT OF CALI FORNI A

) Case No. CV - NM )
)
) STANDI NG ORDER
Plaintiffs, )
)
v )
)
)
Def endant s. )
)
READ THI S ORDER CAREFULLY. | T CONTROLS TH S CASE
AND DI FFERS | N SOVE RESPECTS FROM THE LOCAL RULES
This action has been assigned to the cal endar of Judge Nora M
Manel | a.
Both the Court and the attorneys bear responsibility for the
progress of litigation in the Federal Courts. To secure the just,

speedy, and i nexpensive determ nation of every action, Fed. R G v.

P. 1, all counsel are ordered to famliarize thenselves with the
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Federal Rules of C vil Procedure and the Local Rules of the Central
District of California.-
| T I S FURTHER ORDERED:

1. Service of the Conplaint: The Plaintiff shall pronptly

serve the Conplaint in accordance with Fed. R Cv. P. 4 and file

the proofs of service pursuant to Local Rule 5.8.

2. Renoved Actions: Any answers filed in state court nust
be attached to the Notice of Renpval. Any pending notions nust be
re-noticed as required by Local Rule 7.

3. Presence of Lead Counsel: Lead trial counsel shall attend

any proceeding before this Court, including all status and
settl ement conferences.

4, Early Meeting of Counsel: Counsel for the parties shal

meet personally pursuant to Local Rule 6.1

5. Joint Report of Early Meeting: No later than ten (10)

cal endar days before the Mandatory Status Conference, counsel shal
file a Joint Report of Early Meeting as required by Local Rule 6.5.
A conformed courtesy copy of the Joint Report shall be delivered to
the courtesy box on the wall outside the entrance to Judge

Manel | a's chanbers on the Spring Street |evel of the U S

) Copi es of the Local Rules are avail able on our website at
“http://ww. cacd. uscourts.gov” or they may be purchased from one of
the foll ow ng:

Los Angel es Daily Journal West Group
915 East 1°' Street 610 Oppernman Drive
Los Angeles, California 90012 Post O fice Box 64526

St. Paul, M nnesota 55164-0526
Met ropol i tan News

210 South Spring Street
Los Angeles, California 90012
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Courthouse, 312 North Spring Street, by 4:00 p.m on the date due.
A Joint Report which is not tinely filed or does not conformwth
this Order and Local Rule 6.5 will interfere with preparation by
the Court and its staff, and may result in the continuance of the
Mandat ory Status Conference and/or the assessnent of sanctions.

The Joint Report shall address the natters set forth in Local

Rule 6.4 (sonme of which are enunerated bel ow) and shall also
contain the foll ow ng:

(a) A brief statenment by each party, not to exceed one (1)
page, setting forth that party's factual sunmary of the
case, including the basis for any clains, counterclains,
or defenses.

(b) The basis for the Court's subject-matter jurisdiction.

(c) A brief description of the key |egal issues.

(d) The realistic range of probabl e danmages.

(e) A proposed discovery cut-off date. Note: this neans the
final day for conpletion of discovery.

(f) What notions are contenplated and a proposed notion
hearing cut-off date. Note: this neans the final date by
whi ch notions may be heard, not the final date for filing
a notion.

(g) Proposed dates for the Pre-Trial Conference and for
trial.

(h) Prospects of settlenent based on counsel's discussion at
the Early Meeting and any ot her conmmuni cati ons.

(1) Wether the trial will be a court or jury trial.

(j) The estimated length of trial.

(k) The name of the attorney(s) who wll try the case.

(1) Prospects of counsel exercising their right, under 28

U S. C 8636, to consent to the designation of a
Magi strate Judge to conduct all proceedings (including
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trial) and final disposition, pursuant to General Order
194-G

Note: It is the Court's practice to set the notion hearing

cut-of f date approximately four weeks after the discovery cut-off
date; to set the Pre-Trial Conference approxi mately four weeks
after the notion hearing cut-off date; and to set trial

approxi mately four weeks and one day after the Pre-Trial
Conference. Motions are heard Mondays at 10:00 a.m Trials begin
Tuesdays at 9:00 a. m

6. Mandatory Settlenment Procedure: In conformty wth Local

Rul e 23, counsel shall select a settlenment procedure. Notice of
the settlenent procedure selection shall be filed no later than
forty-five (45) days prior to the Pre-Trial Conference. Available
alternatives for consideration, not to the exclusion of others,
i ncl ude:
(1) a settlenent conference before the district judge or
magi strate judge assigned to the case; however, the
undersi gned shall not participate in settlenment of a case
to be tried without a jury;
(2) a settlement conference or nediation before an attorney
sel ected fromthe Attorney Settlenment Panel (list
avai l able fromthe Courtroom Deputy);

(3) the enploynent by the parties of a private judge,
medi ator or arbitrator; or

(4) a settlenent conference before a district judge or
magi strate judge selected at random fromthe G vi
Settl enent Panel .

Counsel should note that they may sel ect from anong al
the Magi strate Judges -- i.e., counsel are not limted to
consenting to the Magi strate Judge assigned to this case --
provided all parties concur. Counsel should note that the
Magi strate Judges will set their own discovery schedules and wll
be able to give counsel a "date certain" for trial
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7. Di scovery: All discovery matters have been referred to a
United States Magistrate Judge, who will hear all discovery
di sputes. (The Magistrate Judge's initials follow the Judge's
initials next to the case nunber.) All discovery docunents mnust
i nclude the words "Dl SCOVERY MATTER' in the caption to ensure
proper routing. Counsel are directed to contact the Magistrate
Judge's Courtroom Deputy Clerk to schedule matters for hearing.

Pl ease do not deliver courtesy copies of these docunents to this
Court.

The decision of the Magi strate Judge shall be final, subject
to nodification by the District Court only where it has been shown
that the Magistrate Judge's Order is clearly erroneous or contrary
to | aw.

Any party may file and serve a notion for review and
reconsi deration before this Court. The noving party nust file and
serve the notion within ten (10) days of service of a witten
ruling or within ten (10) days of an oral ruling that the
Magi strate Judge states will not be followed by a witten ruling.
The notion nust specify which portions of the text are clearly
erroneous or contrary to |aw and support the contention with points
and authorities. Counsel shall deliver a conformed copy of the
nmovi ng papers and responses to the Magistrate Judge's clerk at the
time of filing.

8. Mot i ons:

a. Tine for Filing and Hearing Mtions: Mbti ons shal

be filed and set for hearing in accordance with Local Rule 7; this
Court hears notions on Myndays, comencing at 10:00 a.m [|If Monday

is a national holiday, the Court does not hear notions on the
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succeedi ng Tuesday. Any notion noticed for a Monday holi day
automatically will be set for the next Monday w thout further
notice to the parties. Any opposition or reply papers due on a
hol i day are due the preceding Friday, not the follow ng Tuesday.

Conformed courtesy copies of reply papers only shall be delivered

to the courtesy box on the wall outside the entrance to Judge
Manel | a's chanbers on the Spring Street |evel of the U S
Courthouse, 312 North Spring Street, by 4:00 p.m on the date due.
In notion matters, counsel should note the timng and service
requi renents of Local Rule 7 and its subparts, including:
(1) Rule 7.4 (twenty-one (21) cal endar days notice for al
notions unless served by mail, in which case twenty-four
(24) cal endar days required);

(2) Rule 7.6 (responses to all notions fourteen (14) cal endar
days before hearing date);

(3) Rule 7.7 (reply, if any, to all responses one (1) week
before hearing date); and

(4) Rule 7.9 (papers not tinely filed by a party).
Adherence to the timng requirenents of all Local Rules is
mandatory for chanbers' preparation of notion matters.

b. Pre-filing Requirenent: Counsel should take note of

the changes to the Local Rules affecting notion practice in the
Central District. Anong other things, Local Rule 7.4.1 requires
counsel to engage in a pre-filing conference “to discuss thoroughly
t he substance of the contenplated notion and any potenti al
resolution.” Counsel should discuss the issues sufficiently that if
a notion is still necessary, the briefing may be directed to those
substantive issues requiring resolution by the Court. Counsel
shoul d resol ve m nor procedural or other non-substantive matters

during the conference.
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C. Lenagth and Format of Mbdtion Papers: Menor anda of

Points and Authorities in support of or in opposition to notions
shal | not exceed 25 pages. Replies shall not exceed 12 pages.
Only in rare instances and for good cause shown will the Court
grant an application to extend these page limtations.

Pursuant to Local Rule 3.4.1, typeface shall not be smaller
than pica size, with no nore than ten (10) typed characters per
inch. Courier font (size 12) is preferred. NOTE: |If Tinmes Roman
font is used, the size nust be no |l ess than 14. Footnotes shall be
in typeface no |l ess than one size smaller than text size and shal
be used sparingly.

Filings which do not conformto the Local Rules and this O der
wi |l not be considered.

d. Courtesy Copies: Counsel shall deliver a conforned

courtesy copy of all reply papers in notion matters to the courtesy
box on the wall outside the entrance to Judge Manella's chanbers on
the Spring Street level of the U S. Courthouse, 312 North Spring
Street, by 4:00 p.m on the Monday before the hearing date (unless
the reply due date falls on a holiday, in which case the Court
requires the conformed courtesy copy by 4:00 p.m the preceding
Friday). Please do not supply courtesy copies of noving or
opposition papers. Failure to supply courtesy copies of reply
papers may result in the hearing being taken off cal endar.

e. Mbtions for Summary Judgnent: Before filing a

nmotion for summary judgnent, counsel are strongly encouraged to

revi ew Chapter 14 of Schwarzer, Tashima & Wagstaffe, California

Practice GQuide: Federal G vil Procedure Before Trial (1998). To

assist the Court, the noving party shall submt the required
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Statenment of Uncontroverted Facts and Conclusions of Law as set
forth in Form 14: C (copy attached as Exhibit 1). The opposi ng
party shall submt the required Statenent of Genuine |Issues as set
forth in Form 14: D (copy attached as Exhibit 2), responding first
to each of the noving party's alleged uncontroverted facts, then
listing any material facts in dispute, and citing to supporting
evidence. Note: Separate statenents that fail to conmply with the
above format will not be consi dered.

9. Proposed Orders: Each party filing or opposing a notion

or seeking the determnation of any matter shall serve and | odge a
Proposed Order setting forth the relief or action sought and a
brief statement of the rationale for the decision wth appropriate
citations. |If the Proposed Order exceeds two pages, the proposing
party shall also submt the docunent on a 3% inch diskette

conpati ble with WordPerfect 6.1 or 7.0.

10. Tel ephoni c Hearings: The Court will permt argunment on

cal endared notions and will conduct status conferences by tel ephone
if any party outside the district so requests, and all involved
parties consent. The attorney requesting the tel ephonic hearing
shal | contact the Courtroom Deputy Cerk, Judy Hurley, (213)

894- 0200, at |east one week prior to the date schedul ed for the
notion or conference to make the necessary arrangenents.

A menber of the Court's staff will place the conference call.
Opposi ng counsel may participate by tel ephone or may be present in
chanbers and partici pate by speaker tel ephone. To assist the Court
and staff, participants shall identify thensel ves each tine they

speak.
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11. Ex Parte Applications: The Court considers ex parte

applications on the papers and usually does not set these natters
for hearing. Ex parte applications are solely for extraordinary

relief. See Mssion Power Engi neering Co. v. Continental Casualty

Co., 883 F. Supp. 488 (C.D. Cal. 1995).

Counsel's attention is directed to Local Rule 7.18. The
nmovi ng party shall serve the opposing party by facsimle
transm ssion and shall notify the opposition that opposing papers
must be filed no later than twenty-four hours follow ng such
facsimle service. |If counsel does not intend to oppose an ex
parte application, he or she nmust informthe Courtroom Deputy
Clerk, Judy Hurley, (213) 894-0200. Counsel shall deliver a
conformed courtesy copy of noving or opposition papers to the
courtesy box outside the entrance to Judge Manella's chanbers on
the Spring Street level of the U S. Courthouse, 312 North Spring
Street. The Courtroom Deputy Clerk will notify counsel of the
Court's ruling or a hearing date and tine, if the Court determ nes
a hearing is necessary.

12. Conti nuances: Counsel requesting a continuance nust

| odge -- prior to the date to be continued -- a Proposed
Stipulation and Order including a detailed declaration of the
grounds for the requested continuance or extension of tine. See
Local Rule 3.11. The Court grants continuances only upon a show ng
of good cause, focusing on the diligence of the party seeking the
conti nuance and any prejudice that may result if the continuance is
denied. Failure to conply with the Local Rules and this Order wll
result in rejection of the request without further notice to the

parties. Proposed stipulations extending scheduling dates do not
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becone effective unless and until this Court so orders. Counse

wi shing to know whet her

with Local Rule 3.5.5.

a stipulation has been signed shall conply

13. Communi cations with Chanbers: Counsel shall not attenpt

to contact the Court or

its staff by tel ephone or by any other ex

parte nmeans, although counsel may contact the Courtroom Deputy with

appropriate inquiries.

To facilitate communication with the

Courtroom Deputy, counsel should list their facsimle transm ssion

nunbers along with their tel ephone nunbers on all papers.

14. Notice of this Order: Counsel for plaintiff shal

i medi ately serve this Order on all parties, including any new

parties to the action.

If plaintiff is appearing pro se or if this

case cane to the Court by noticed renoval, defendant shall serve

this Order on all other

Dat ed: March 26, 1999
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NORA M MANELLA
United States District Judge
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